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Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

As a precautionary measure, applicants request an extension of time, if needed 
and if not separately attached hereto, and authorize the Commissioner to charge the fee therefor 
to our deposit account in accordance with our standing authorization for such charges. 

In response to the restriction requirement dated December 28, 2004, applicants 
herewith elect with traverse the further prosecution of Claim Group I, that is, of apparatus claims 
1-8. 

Applicants disagree that the apparatus recited in the elected claims can be used 
with another, materially different process, such as the enrichment of oxygen isotopes — the sole 
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basis for the restriction requirement. There is no indication that the apparatus can be used in this 
manner, and as a result the restriction requirement is at most based on speculation. 


In view thereof, applicants request the retraction of the restriction requirement and 


examination of all pending claims 1-10. 


If the Examiner believes a telephone conference would expedite prosecution of 


this application, please telephone the undersigned at (415) 576-0200. 


TOWNSEND and TOWNSEND and CREW LLP 
Two Embarcadero Center, 8 th Floor 
San Francisco, California 941 1 1-3834 
Tel: (415)576-0200 
Fax: (415)576-0300 
JGS:jhw 


Respectfully submitted, 


J. 0eorg Seka 
Reg. No. 24,491 
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